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The Earth Shall Be Full of the Knowledge of the Lord as the Waters Cover the Sea.-—Is a. xi. 9.
"Some trust in chariots and some in horses; but we will remember the name of the Lord our God."-—Psa.
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expositor. And again we read, "It
is clear that the hair of the head is the
question under consideration.... The
A Bi-Weekly Religious Journal
man's hair should be cut off short,
For the exposition of true, practical piety and devoted to the spread of Evangelical truths
the woman's hair should be long, for
and the Unity of the church.
a covering." And further we read:
"It is an evidence again that it is the
Published in the interest of the church of the
Brethren in Christ.
women's'hair and not a cap (?) from
verse 5. If she was uncovered, that
SUBSCRIPTION} fg $£&HS,' ::::::::: sSiS
was 'All one as if she were shaven.'
(Sample Copies Free.)
Also in verse 6. But if it be a shame
To Foreign Countries, $1.25 a Year.
for a woman to be shorn or shaven,
Editor, GEO. DETWILER, HarrUburg, PA
let her be covered. What, would we
shear or shave off a cap? No, the
ASSOCIATES :
hair is what can be shorn or shaven,
ELDER W. O. BAKER,
• • Louisville, Ohio
S. R. S M I T H
Grantham, Pa.
but to leave it on the head makes the
ENOS H. H E S S ,
Grantham, Pa.
covering. Hence, it is indisputably
clear that there is no cap (?) considGEORGE D E T W I L E R , Office Manager.
ered here, it is definitely and solely
All communications and letters of business the natural hair of the woman's head
should be addressed to Geo. Detwiler,
that is to be the covering."
So
Walnut and Summit Streets,
there; in his estimation he has settled
Harrisburg, Penna.
the matter. Oh Paul! Paul! thou
who hadst the heavenly vision and
The Associate Editors shall be equally rewho wast separated unto the gospel
sponsible with the Editor for all articles
that appear in the Evangelical
of God before thou wast born and
Visitor—Conference decision.
who receivedst the truth thou proEntered at the Postoffice at Harrisburg, Pa., as
claimedst by revelation. Didst thou
second class mail matter.
not write in this same letter that thou
art
not as one that beateth the air, the
'The date printed after your name on
very
thing thou art guilty of doing in
the label denotes the time to which you
have paid. Keep it in the future.
this eleventh chapter? Think of all
thy expenditure of nerve force in
EDITORIAL.
reasoning out that problem of relationship, of God, Christ, man, woVeiled or Natural Hair, W h i c h ?
man, in creation, and how that a man
Every now and then one of the in worship is to be uncovered while
worldly wise men finds it necessary to the woman is to cover her head, so
give an exposition of the first part of that God and Christ would receive
the eleventh chapter of I Corinthians, due honor, when all thou didst mean
and he generally succeeds to make to say was that a Christian woman
himself ridiculous.
It would be should not cut off her hair. What a
amusing if it were not so serious. mixup thou didst make in the sixth
This time it is a preacher-editor verse when thou didst-say if a woman
whose name has two D's attached to would not cover herself her hair is to
it so that every man may know that be cut off—shaved! Oh, what wonhe is a school man. He has no love derful antics some modern D. D.'s are
for any exposition of this passage capable of doing! They are wiser
that recognizes that a woman in wor- than such commentators of the past
ship should be veiled or covered with, as Matthew Henry who says in his
anything outside of her hair, and preface to this chapter that the woproves, to his own satisfaction, at men were guilty of misconduct beleast, that the only covering spoken cause they laid aside their veils in the
of in this whole passage is the wo- public assembly, and says further
man's hair. He says: "The cap ques- that the woman who throws off her
tion is utterly unknown to the Scrip- token of subjection, her veil, not cap,
tures, (we wonder who says it was.— could, with equal decency, cut her
Editor) and is an invention or inno- hair short, or cut it close, the comvocation of modern times. Nothing mon dress of the men in that age.
can be clearer, nor more explicit than Albert Barnes, a later commentator,
it was the zvoman's hair that zvas to be is equally explicit in his comments on
her veil, recognizing that she was this passage, as also is Dr. Campbell
under subjection to the man."' (Italics Morgan, who is a present-day exare ours.—Editor.)
Proceeding he positors of world-wide fame. He says
again makes the assertion:
"It ex- the Apostle clearly declares that these
plicitly tells us that her hair is the women in Corinth who were praying
covering," which is correct but not in and prophesying with uncovered
the sense in which it is used by this heads were acting wrongly. .. .The

[February 19, 1912.

women in Corinth itself, whose heads
were shaven and who went uncovered, were women of shame, who by
that very symbolism declared their
freedom from restraint and their
license to all that was evil. It must
have come as a startling message to
these Corinthian women that they
were thus bringing themselves into
anything like proximity to these
shameless wantons of the corrupt
city. And yet the Apostle declared
that the woman with head unveiled is
one and the same thing as if she were
shaven. He therefore enjoins that
woman exercising gifts of ministry is
to do with those outward manifestations of her true relationship to man
what is proper and becoming." Dr.
Scofield recognizes the same intention
in this passage and refers to Gen. 3 :
16, saying, "The woman's veil, or
head-covering, is a symbol of this
sub-ordination." Thus we are reminded of the saying, "What poor
mortals we be." We are apt to look
at things through spectacles of our
own making and make ourselves
ridiculous in the sight of the many.
Because we ventured to write
something recently not flattering to
the iniquitous system of the secret
lodge, one subscriber has notified us
to drop his name from our list. He
says we said what we do not know.
It is the old, but exploded, contention
that those who d o n t have inside
knowledge of the lodge don't know.
That this ground is untenable is
proved by what Dr. James M. Gray,
whose address we print in this issue,
says on that line, and if our friend
who took offence at what little we
said will tell us where or in what we
have said untrue about the lodge we
will acknowledge our fault. "Let us
alone," is an old refuge sought by the
evil one. Our Savior met it in the
synagogue when the demon possessed
one cried out, "L,et us alone; what
have we to do with thee, thou Jesus
of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us ? I know thee who thou art,
the Holy One of God." Satan wants
every work of his "let alone," and we
are of the opinion that is why secrecy
lifts itself up and strikes at any one
who has the courage to not "let it
alone." But we ought to have some
one who is not in favor of letting
alone these things of darkness and of
the night who would fill up this empty
spot on our subscription list. Who
will do it? Let us hear from some
one. Eurther. we realize that the
young people of our homes are not
sufficientlv instructed of the nature of
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the secret lodge system and so they
become an easy prey. We think every
home should be well supplied with
illuminating literature on this important matter, and we heartily recommend to the favorable consideration
of all Christian parents whose^desire
is that their sons and daughters
should remain free from this bondage
to subscribe for the Christian Cynosure, a magazine fully devoted to the
anti-secrecy crusade. An interesting
feature at present is an account of
the incidents connected with the
murder of William Morgan by
masonry in September, 1826, by the
one time mayor of Batavia, N. Y.,
who had inside knowledge of the
affair.
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time the School is well established and
paid for. She ventures to' have confidence that some time in the not so
distant future some one will be readyto say, "Let us arise and build" a hospital. So our sister goes on with a
shout in her heart which continually
comes bubbling up, conscious of God's
gracious presence with her enjoying
life's blessings day by day and hopes
to do so until the Lord shall call her
up higher.

It is a matter of much rejoicing to
hear of success attending special
evangelistic efforts held here and
there throughout the Brotherhood.
Elders D. R. Eyster of Thomas,
Okla., and David Graybill of Sedgwick, Kans., who have been laboring
Bro. and Sr. Wiebe of Grantham, at different points in Pennsylvania
Pa., (Bro. Wiebe is a member of the districts have returned to their homes
Faculty of the Messiah Bible School in the West. They have the satisand Missionary Training Home) are faction of knowing that their labors
in receipt of an interesting letter writ- have been appreciated, and a fair
ten to them by Sr. Amanda Dohner, measure of success, either in the savSr. Wiebe's sister, who has her home ing of sinners, or in encouraging
at present at Aulne, Kansas. We are God's people, or in part, both, attendpermitted to transfer some of Sr. ed their labors. In the middle West
Dormer's breezy • sentiments to our other brethren have been laboring,
columns by the courtesy of Bro. and with some measure of success. Eld.
Sr. Wiebe. Sr. Dohner is intensely W. J. Myers of Sippo, Ohio, has been
interested in the success of the Bible engaged in the Indiana field for a
School, so much so that she is moved number of weeks. The meetings were
to make a special contribution to it still in progress at the Lock meetingfor the payment of the debt on the house at last accounts, with good inbuilding over and above the amount terest and deep conviction. A numshe obligated herself for, for mainte- ber of precious souls had already
nance. She expresses her joy in surrendered to Christ and found vichearing of the successful dedicatory tory while others who had gotten
services and Bible Conference, and lukewarm were revived and getting
the success that attended the evan- into liberty again. Encouraging sucgelistic meetings connected there- cess has attended Eld. Vernon L.
with. She is zealous that this Bible Stump's labors in Kansas. And from
School continue to be a perennial the Markham dist, O n t , the word
blessing, like a rosebush she once had, comes that Eld. Lafayette Shoaltz is
always blooming; that it may never laboring there and the outlook was
experience a spiritual blight. She is encouraging for a good work to be
so glad that there is evidence of done. May God overrule all these
God's approval of the School. She activities to His glory and the salvacontinues to rejoice over the success tion of many precious souls.
that attended her recent hospital experience when she was relieved of a
Bro. David Graybill, of Kansas,
tumor which had threatened her with
while visiting in Pennsylvania, conserious consequences.
Under the
ducted meetings in several localities
blessing of God. and that His Presincluding a little over one week's
ence accompanied her, success attendmeetings at Mastersonville, in the
ed the work of the doctor, and she is
Rapho district. These meetings were
relieved of the affliction which had
well attended and the interest was
such a serious outlook for her. This
good. Bro. Graybill preached in the
her experience made her realize the
Spirit's power, exposing sin in its
importance of such institutions, hosvarious forms and setting forth the
pitals, and of surgery and she hopes
gospel standard for the Christian life
the time will not be long until there
as being heart purity and holy living.
will be a Brethren in Christ hospital
Nine souls turned to the Lord and the
with Brethren in" Christ surgeons and
saints were greatly encouraged, some
nurses. She hopes such an enterno doubt realizing that they have need
prise will be ready to launch by the
of a deeper work of grace. The

brother's labors at Mastersonville will
no doubt be long remembered, and
may the blessed fellowship enjoyed by
the church at Mastersonville during
these meetings be finally enjoyed in its
fulness when that blessed VOICE shall
say, "Come, enter into the joy of thy
Lord, prepared for you from the
foundation of the world." Asquaintance of former years was pleasantly
renewed with the brother and may
God's richest blessings rest upon his
labors while in the East, and may he
be kept low at Jesus' feet that God
can continue to use him for His glory
only. These notes are culled from a
communication received from Bro.
Allen Brubaker, received just before
making up our forms for this issue.
Word has reached us that our
brother, Eld. Noah Zook, evangelist,
has finished his earthly journey, and
fell asleep in Jesus on the 6th, instant.
We did not expect when his last writing came to the VISITOR that it would
be his last. But so it has proved, the
voice that so often spake forth the
truth of God in warning, invitation
and encouragement, is silent; the pen
that wrote so many loving epistles lies
still since the arm and hand that
wielded it are cold in death.
His
work is finished, and he has gone to
his reward. "Blessed are the dead
that die in the Lord,... they rest from
their labors." Bro. Zook with his
companion travelled quite extensively
among the Brotherhood and elsewhere, during the years of their
evangelistic work, and were well and
favorably known in nearly all of the
districts. They conscientiously endeavored to discharge the duties given
to them, and many will no doubt remember them kindly for good received through their loving ministry. May
the bereaved family be sustained in
this their sorrow by the God of all
comfort whom the departed served
faithfully.
It will be noticed in Sr. Lehman's
Johannesburg letter that they are
establishing a new Mission, being
actively engaged in putting up the
building. It is a serious undertaking
for them especially for Bro. Lehman,
as a great part of the heavy work will
come to him. But, as will be noticed.
they are encouraged, doing it as unto
the Lord, being hopeful that when it
is completed much good may be done
there. Now, while our readers will
not be able to help Bro. Lehman in
the manuel labor required we can all
stand by him and make it light for
him if we send him liberal help in
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way of money. All the assistance
that any will be pleased to give on
this line will be appreciated and
thankfully received. Here quick giving means giving twice.
Note the
present address, Box 5263 Johannesburg, South Africa.
•m •
Elsewhere in this issue we print
an illuminative address on Secrecy,
by Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of the
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, 111.
As to the nature of the ways and
methods of the Secret Empire in
gaining its ends, the recent disclosures in the trial, resulting in their
confessions of being guilty, of the
McNamara brothers in Los Angeles,
Cal., constitute a new and striking
illustration. Its spirit is the same today as it was in 1826 when Captain
William Morgan was done to death
by being drowned in Niagara river
because he revealed the secrets of
Masonry. We are contemplating to
issue a thousand or more copies of
this address in tract form for free
distribution as, in our estimation, it
is worthy of large circulation since
behind it is the character and reputation of one of America's foremost
Bible teachers, and presumably he
knows what he is saying, and is able
to speak with authority. This address
was given at the Annual Convention
of the National Christian Association
in 1910, in Chicago, and was printed
in the Christian Cynosure of May of
that year.
•»•
In view of the fact that as a result
of the special meetings held in the
various districts success is attending
the efforts and the church is gaining
new members, we would plead that
efforts be made to introduce the
VISITOR into new homes. It is the
Church paper and ought to find a
place in the homes of such who turn
to the Lord. Will not our friends
make special efforts to introduce the
paper into the homes of the new converts? We will gladly send sample
copies if so advised and addresses
furnished.
Bro. Jesse Climenhaga of Stevensville, Ont, bears testimony to having
received great relief physically by the
treatment Bro. Eisenhower has written about so enthusiastically, and
wishes to say to interested ones in
that district he will be glad to give
any information about the treatment
any one may require. Write to him
as above.
We must obey God
man.—Acts v. 29.

rather

than

NEWS OF CHURCH ACTIVITY
IN THE

HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS
Addresses of Missionaries.

Africa.
H. P. Steigerwald, Grace Steigerwald,
Mary Heisey, Sallie K. Doner, Matopo
Mission, Bulawayo, South Africa.
Myron and Ada Taylor, H . Frances
Davidson, Choma, N. W. Rhodesia, South
Africa.
Harvey J. and Emma Frey, Elizabeth
Engle, Walter Winger, Abbie M. Winger,
Mtshabezi Mission, Gwanda, Rhodesia,
South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, box 5263,
Johannesburg, South Africa.
Louis B. Steckley, Sadie Book, Cora
Alvis, Mandamabge Mission, Selukwe, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
The following are not under the F M. B . :
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Germiston,
Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. L. and Mrs. A. L. Musser, Maggie
Landis, No. 11 Beckbagan Lane, Ballygunj
P. O., Calcutta, India.
The following are not under the F . M. B . :
D. W. and Mrs. D. W. Zook, Raghunathpur, P. O., Manbhoom Dist., India.
Elmina Hoffman, Kedgaon, Poona Dist.,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, Tank Road,
Bombay, India.
Central America.
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.
O u r City M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 North Second
street, in charge of brother H . B. Burkholder and wife.
Buffalo, N. Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George Whisler and Sister Effie Whisler.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead street.
In charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Brother B.
L. Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 1226 W. n t h
street. In charge of Eld. J. R. and Sister
Anna Zook.
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas, Okla., in
charge of E. N. and Adella Engle, R. R.
No. 3, Box 1.
San Francisco Mission, 52 Cumberland
St., in charge of Sr. Lizzie Winger and
workers.
Love F e a s t s .
Pennsylvania.
Elizabethtown,
May 1, 2.
Opening service at 1 p. m., May I.
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thy way for this time. At a more convenient season I will call for thee."
God's people were encouraged
and
strengthened through many good lessons
from the Word. T h e morning services
were especially helpful to believers.
Some received the life more abundant
and were made to know the joy that comes
to a soul that is fully yielded t o God's will.
A brother who has been in the church
forty years feeling a need of more power
in his life received the sanctifying portion
and realizes that God is able to satisfy
every longing of the soul.
Brother Ray Nissley and wife, of
Mansfield, O., were with us during a part
of the time. Their zeal and spirituality
were a blessing and inspiration to the
work. Interest manifested from neighboring districts was quite helpful also.
May God's richest blessings attend the
woik and follow our brother who so faithfully labored with us.
I A N T H E M.

MOIST,

Correspondent.
Clayton, Ohio, Feb. 7, 1912.
M e e t i n g s at B l a c k C r e e k , Ont.
The series of meetings at Black Creek,
which commenced on January 14, continued
to the end of the month. T h e attendance
was good except on a few stormy evenings;
on the last Sunday evening the new parts
were well filled. (The meeting-house has
recently been enlarged.) W e had several
forenoon meetings in the homes, during the
week, especially where some were not able
to attend at the church.
The interest was good throughout and
the presence of God was felt. Bro. Lyons
faithfully upheld the standard of God's
word. Several of the brethren and sisters
received real help from. God which we-trust
will manifest itself in the future and assist
the influence of the church here.
About twelve or more unsaved turned to
the Lord while conviction was on many
more. We pray God to keep those who
started.
CORRESPONDENTS.

Buffalo Mission.
Report for January, 1912.
Balance on hand,

•$o 55

DONATIONS.

Sr. in Christ, $2; E. A. Robert, $2; Carl
Rambat, $ 1 ; Bro. in Christ, $ 1 ; In His
Name, $ 5 ; Eliza Herr, $ 1 ; In His Name,
$4EXPENSES.

Meetings at Fairview Church, Ohio.
On January 7, Elder M. G. Engle, of
Kansas, came to us at Fairview to conduct
a series of meetings which lasted three
weeks. During the first week the weather
was severely cold which hindered people
from coming out. Interest and attendance
were good the remaining time.
A full salvation gospel was held forth in
the power of the Holy Ghost. While we
did not see sinners come flocking home,
we believe the seed sown was as bread cast
upon the waters and that it shall return
again, though it should be after manydays.
The Spirit .was faithful
in convicting
hearts, but sad to say that men and women
reject the offers of mercy and say, "Go

Light bill, $1.71; coal, $3.20; groceries,
etc., $11.89.
Balance on hand,
$0 75
We wish to express thanks to all who
have shared in carrying the work on during another month. Other expressions of
interest have been shown.
May the
Father's blessing rest upon all. May the
church continue to pray for her interests
in this city.
Yours in Christ,
GEORGE E.

AND E F F I E W H I S L E R . .

Be the noblest man that your present
faith, poor and weak and imperfect as it is.
can make you be. Live up to your present
growth, your present faith. So, and so
only, do you take the next straight step forward, as you stand strong where you are
now; so only can you think the curtain will
be drawn back and there will be revealed to
you what lies beyond.—Phillips Brooks.
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Trip to Insiza.
I left home Tuesday, December 12th, for
a trip to Insiza district with the object of
visiting some of the places visited two
years ago, and also to explore new territory where a missionary had never before
trod. I went by wheel, accompanied by
one boy, Mbulawa by name, who travelled
on foot. I had to wait for him sometimes,
but the sun being very hot, I did not mind
that. W e arrived at Mbulawa's home
Wednesday, about 5 p. m., being about
forty-five miles from home.
Mbulawa's
father, the head of a large kraal, received
us gladly and treated us kindly.
"But
what," said he, "shall I give you to e a t ? "
I assured him that corn porridge, their
usual dish, was good enough. " N o , " said
he, "my boy's teacher shall not eat porridge. H e shall have something better."
H e departed, and soon returned with a
fat, young sheep. "This," he said, "will
be your food." I reminded him that I had
brought nothing to give in exchange, but
he said he wanted nothing, and immediately gave the animal to his son to dress and
prepare for my supper. It was very nice
indeed, but of course the greater part I
left for them.
T h e next morning I went twelve miles
farther to see Mkosawa, one of our boys
who has been teaching in his home, but
who has been very sick.' H e had what
seemed to us to be consumption or something like it, and he had been spitting
blood and coughing very severely for a considerable time. Some months ago he sent
a messenger to us telling of his condition
which seemed to be getting worse. But
about the time the messenger reached the
Mission the spitting of blood ceased. H e
at once told his people it was in answer to
prayer for him at the Mission.
H e has
spit no blood since and his coughing has
considerably abated, so that some days he
is troubled scarcely at all. Will you not
join in prayer for him that he might be
fully healed? His whole desire seems to
be to tell his people about the Savior.
In the evening I returned again close to
Mbulawa's home, and slept at the chief's
kraal. I had been told that this chief was
opposed to missionaries, but he treated us
very kindly, and called his people together
for a service. T h e next day we started to
visit kraals down along the Kankezi river.
At many of these kraals we were received
joyfully. At one place especially, the girls,
little children, and old women cartie to
greet us which is very unusual in a new
place. At three of the largest kraals the
people were enthusiastic in saying that
theirs was the place for a mission station,
and that if we would build there, we
would have a large school. One old man.
the head of a large kraal, said: "Do you
missionaries hate us that you do not come
to u s ? " We had visited some of these
places two years ago, and fully intended to
do so last year, but lacked opportunity.
Some of the natives remembered
our
visit, and said they had been looking for us
again and wondering when we would
come.
One incident of our trip in parts where
we had never been before I plight mention
as showing the attitude of children unaccustomed to seeing a white man. On
our way to Mapane's kraal, we came to a
place where we were doubtful about the
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road. Seeing two gills just ahead of us,
I called out to them, intending to ask them
the way. But upon seeing and hearing us,
they immediately dropped their basket and
ran for their lives toward home, screaming
at the top of their voice. Evidently they
were not used to seeing Europeans and
perhaps had never seen a bicycle.
W e had intended to explore this whole
district on this trip, but we found that it
would take longer than we at first supposed ; and the sun being so very hot, we
decided on Saturday morning to take a
straight course for home, forty miles
away, which we reached the next morning, very tired, but also happy because we
had been able to break the bread of life
to a hungry people.
W e did not half finish the district, having only touched the border of the reserve,
but we have seen enough to convince us
that this is a very promising field for
another missionary to settle. T o get this
knowledge was one of the objects of our
trip. T h e natives are not as thickly settled
here as in some parts, but many of them
are anxious to learn and the district is so
very large, with no missionary for many
miles. Moreover, the natives are moving
in from other districts. T h e Native Commissioner told us that four years ago there
were but five hundred taxpayers in his district. Now there are two thousand. As
there are about four times as many people
as tax payers, it would mean that four
years ago there were two thousand people;
now eight thousand. In a few years' time
there will doubtless be many more. May
God in some way raise up some one to
settle among them to teach them the
blessed word of God.
HARVEY J.

Mtshabezi

Mission,

FREY.

Jan. 2, 1911.

"Man was not made to be content with
any. gifts the earth can offer.
Wherever
he goes and whatever he attains, he carries
with him the trouble of the restless heart.
Jesus recognized that trouble in his own
generation and put his hand upon the cure.
H e calls us to himself and in himself
pledges us rest. Here he speaks for his
Father. "Ye believe in God, believe also
in me." Elsewhere he calls men to rest
under the yoke because he is their companion in work. W e cannot get, rid of the
yoke, nor would it be well for us if we
could. But we may find rest for our souls
in the companionship of Christ."
T h e City of God.
We sing of a wonderful city,
Where never a mortal has t r o d ;
Its walls and its gates are of jasper;
Its builder and maker is God.
There sickness, temptation and sorrow
No longer the spirit shall grieve;
And though we behold not its glory,
W e trust in the Lord and believe.

s

We sing of a clear, flowing river,
That waters the city above;
We sing of the pure and the holy
That dwell in the mansions of love.
Oh, there are the sower and reaper,
And there are the crowns they receive;
W e know not the bliss they inherit,
But trust in the Lord and believe.
Our faith looks away to that city,
And soars to its portals of light;
And gladly we'll sing of its grandeur.
Till faith shall be changed into sight.
We'll sing of the tree bv the river.
Of garlands our fingers may weave.
And, o h ! till the veil shall be lifted.
We'll trust in the Lord and believe.
—Selcc^d.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS.
For

the

EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

Jacob.
B Y D. V. HeiSE.
" T h e L o r d is n o t s l a c k c o n c e r n i n g
his promise, as some m e n count slackness." ( I I . Peter 3:9.) H e makes no
m i s t a k e in H i s c h o i c e of p e r s o n s t o
bring about His purposes. (Gen. 4 9 :
10.)
" G o d m o v e s in a m y s t e r i o u s
way H i s wonders to p e r f o r m . "
What
s o m e p e o p l e a r e p l e a s e d t o call t h e
m i s t a k e s of J a c o b w e r e , a f t e r all, o n l y
G o d ' s w a y of u s i n g H i s m e a n s t o a c complish a certain end. S o m e twenty
years after Isaac's marriage Rebekah
had a premonition which caused her
s o m e t r o u b l e . She went to the
doctor.
" S h e i n q u i r e d of t h e L o r d . " H e s o l v e d
t h e problem, h a v i n g respect to h e r
prayer.
" T w o n a t i o n s a r e in
thy
w o m b , a n d t w o m a n n e r of p e o p l e , —
t h e o n e p e o p l e shall b e s t r o n g e r t h a n
t h e o t h e r a n d t h e e l d e r shall s e r v e t h e
y o u n g e r . " ( G e n . 2 5 : 2 3 . ) " T h u s saith
the L o r d . " A r e we surprised with
w h a t f o l l o w s ? T h e b o y s g r e w ; JEsau
w a s a c u n n i n g h u n t e r , a m a n of t h e
field; J a c o b w a s a plain m a n d w e l l i n g
in tents. " I s a a c loved E s a u because
h e d i d e a t of h i s v e n i s o n , " a n d
who
w o u l d n o t l i k e it. B u t " R e b e k a h l o v e d
Jacob." She remembers the Lord's
prescription, we infer because he was
a good boy and cared for their h o m e
c o m f o r t s , a s well a s b e i n g t h e c h i l d o f
promise. U p o n a time when Esau ret u r n e d f r o m t h e field w e a r y , f a i n t a n d
hungry, fearing that he was about to
die, be b a r t e r e d his b i r t h r i g h t for a
" m o r s e l of m e a t . " ( H e b . 1 2 : 1 6 . )
He
sold o u t t o J a c o b o n a s q u a r e d e a l f o r
a g o o d d i n n e r o f b r e a d a n d p o t t a g e of
lentils a n d s o m e t h i n g to drink.
Esau
is n o t t h e o n l y p e r s o n t h a t h a s s o l d o u t
o n t h a t l i n e . T h u s J a c o b is p r o v i d e n tially b r o u g h t i n t o p o s s e s s i o n of t h e
b i r t h r i g h t , n o t in a c c o r d a n c e
with
Isaac's wishes, but by special p r e r o g a tive. '
T h i s a p p e a r s to b e t h e first s t e p in
E s a u ' s d o w n w a r d tendency, soon to be
followed by o t h e r violations. H e took
h e a t h e n w i v e s , " w h i c h w e r e a g r i e f of
mind unto Isaac and Rebekah." Jacob
still m a n i f e s t s g o o d b e h a v i o r a n d r e tains his m o t h e r ' s love.
B u t in t h e
o r d i n a r y c o u r s e of e v e n t s a t l e n g t h t h e
crisis h a s come.
Isaac being about
one hundred and thirty-seven years
o l d , b e i n g feeble a n d h a v i n g lost h i s
s i g h t , w o u l d set h i s h o u s e in o r d e r .
H e desires, according to P a t r i a r c h a l
c u s t o m , to b e s t o w t h e b l e s s i n g G o d
h a d designed for J a c o b , u p o n his
favorite son, E s a u , and said, " I p r a y
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thee, go out to the field and take me
some venison; and make me savory
meat that I may eat; that my soul
may bless thee before I die." But
God had not so designed. The blessing is for Jacob and to Jacob the
blessing came, through the kind instrumentality of a mother's love.
Her, as well as God's, purpose was
accomplished, though by needless
craft, falsehood and deception. (Gen.
27:15-29.)
"His purposes will ripen fast.
Unfolding every hour.
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."
Isaac's disappointment and grief
may be easier imagined than described. When he became conscious
of the fact that the blessing which he
intended for Esau had been conferred
upon Jacob, he recognized the overruling hand of God in it all. Rebekah's artful and well devised
scheme, and Jacob's cunning transaction had barely been carried out
when Esau's voice was heard. "Let
my father arise and eat of his son's
venison, that thy soul may bless me."
Isaac being startled with the announcement called out, "Who
art
thou?" "I am thy son, thy first born
Esau." Isaac trembled very exceedingly and said, "WHO? Where is
he that hath taken venison and
brought it me, and I have eaten of all
before thou earnest and have blessed
him. Yea and he shall be blessed?"
This timely occurrence caused a feud
between the brothers, and "Esau
hated Jacob." Rebekah "taking time
by the forelock" acquainted Isaac of
Jacob's safety by evading Esau's fury
and the undesirable affiliations of the
"daughters of the land." Isaac called
Jacob and blessed him, giving him
special instructions to go to Padanaram to the house of Bethuel and "take
thee a wife of the daughters of Laban,
thy mother's brother." Jacob obeyed
his father and his mother. The
closing scenes of the old home are
pressing upon him. While his father
is kindly admonishing him in a parting blessing, his mother is preparing
his wallet with dainty lunch and a
bottle of oil, which necessity would
demand. Early in the morning we see
a young man in his 18th year taking
leave of his parents and turning his
face toward Haran. At the close of
the day, "he lighted upon a certain
place and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of
the stones of that place and put them
for his pillows, and lay down in that
place to sleep, and he dreamed and

behold a ladder set upon the earth,
and the top of it reached to 'heaven;
and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it, and the Lord
stood above it," and reaffirmed the
promise given to Abraham (Gen. 28:
13-15) "and he rose up early in the
morning and took the stone that he
had for his pillows and he set it up
for a pillar and poured oil upon the
top of it, and called the name of that
place Bethel." "House of God." Here
he entered into solemn covenant with
God, that if He would prosper him in
his journey and bring him again to his
father's house in peace, "and of all
that thou shalt give me, I will surely
give the tenth unto Thee."
Having definitely settled the question of his future and committed himself unto the Lord, he proceeds on his
journey and in due time came into the
land of his people, meeting Rachel,
the younger daughter of Laban at the
well. After a formal introduction
she hastened to tell her father the unexpected news, that Cousin Jacob had
come to visit us. As "Laban heard
the tidings he ran to meet his nephew,
embraced and kissed him and brought
him to his house." Jacob being the
guest of honor for a month, he enters
into agreement to serve seven years
for Rachel. As Rebekah deceived
Isaac, so Laban now deceives Jacob.
Instead of giving him Rachel, whom
he loved, "Behold in the morning it
was Leah." Love constrained him to
serve other seven years for Rachel.
His time being fulfilled, he desires to
return to the old home. God had
graciously dealt with him, giving him
eleven sons and one daughter. Eaban
is loth to let him go, so by a special
agreement he continues in charge of
Laban's flock other six years. "The
Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto the
land of thy fathers and to thy kindred
and I will be with thee." He hastily
gathered his substance and departs
unbeknown to Laban, who hotly pursued him seven days' journey, being
warned of God in a dream, his passion is modified and they have a
peaceful meeting and adjustment of
their difficulties. They erect a pillar
of witness and "offered peace offerings upon the mount." They say
farewell. Laban departed and returned to his place, and Jacob went on
his way, and the "Angels of God
meet him." He sends messengers of
peace before to Esau who, he is informed, is coming "to meet thee and
four hundred men with him." This
startling announcement brought him
on his knees before God to implore
His mercy and plead His promise.
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(Gen. 32:9-12.) God gave him wisdom, foresight and favor to abate
Esau's passion, by sending a generous
offering on before while he remained
alone with God "wrestling with a man
until the breaking of the day, and he
blessed him there." (Gen. 32:24-30.)
There is power in earnest prayer. He
arranged his family in marching
order, goes before them and in an
honorable approach meets his offended brother, who ran to meet and embrace him, and fell on his neck and
kissed and they wept." Tears of repentance melted hatred into love.
Everything being amicably adjusted
they proceed on their journey. "Esau
on his way unto Seir, Jacob journeyed to Succoth." His heart exultant
with gratitude he erects an altar of
sacrifice to God. But how soon his
pathway is beclouded with sadness
and gloom. The defilement of his
only daughter, Dinah; the infidelity of
Reuben; the death of Rachel and his
father Isaac; the evil conduct of his
sons ; their conspiracy against Joseph ;
his abduction under false pretense,
were trials that came with crushing
weight upon the aged Patriarch, "he
refused to be comforted. For saith
he, I will go down into the grave unto
my son mourning." But the cords of
love that bind soul to soul are not
severed forever. While Jacob mourns,
the Lord is working with Joseph to
bring about a glad reunion. The
famine prevails in the land of Canaan.
Jacob sends his ten sons down to
Egypt to buy corn. They are roughly
dealt with and accused of being spies,
which vividly brought to their minds
their sinful treatment of Joseph.
Their way is shrouded with anxiety
and fear as they return to break the
news to their grieved father, that
Simeon is held prisoner by the lord
of the land, and further demands that
Benjamin be brought down to him
to prove them true men. Jacob exclaimed, "all these things are against
me." But this darkest hour is about
to break forth into effulgent day.
Soon the glad tidings reach him that
"Joseph is yet alive," and when he
saw the wagons Joseph sent to carry
him he said, "It is enough. I will go
and see him before I die." God spake
unto him in a vision to encourage his
heart. (Gen. 46:24.) "Joseph went
up to meet him." (Gen. 46:29.') After
sojourning in Egypt seventeen years
he was gathered unto his people,
loseph being the principal mourner.
Clarence Center, N. Y.
"A Christian should both speak and
write to the glory of G o d "
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Separation.
BY
I pray that the Lord may guide my
pen. Amen.
H e is ever ready to mark "His own,
if H e only has a chance. T h e word,
with the Holy Spirit is the guide to go
by, but if it can not come to its purpose will have to do the next best
thing, and not be as you will find in
Isa. 56:10. So will at least back at
these things if we see them coming;
but sorry to say, they are already
here. " W h a t things do you m e a n ? "
Answer, T h e outward
separation.
Read I I . Cor. 6:17.
I know very well that this scripture
means much more than our outward
appearance only, yet it is a part of it,
and, will say right here, if we have
no more than the outward form, we
would better not have it at all. But,
do you not see it is fast going that
way (as it has gone with other
churches before this) and one will
soon have to ask, (if not acquainted)
A r e you a brother? So now, dear
brother, as this separation is going out
on so many lines let us take hold and
just be led as the Lord would lead.
Now, the above may not be the
weightier matters as Matt. 23 123 has
it, but let us obey in the one, and not
.leave the other undone. A certain instance just comes to my mind (which
is of hearsay, but no doubt true
e n o u g h ) , a brother came into a certain neighborhood from a distance
and another brother sent his boy to
fetch him from the railroad station to
their home, but coming home without
him the father asked, " W a s he not
t h e r e ? " T h e boy said, " T h e r e was a
man there but he did not look like a
brother, so I left him." But after a
while the brother came walking. So
we see here in this life already we
lose something; but what is of much
more importance if we would be left
in the end. W e also see by this circumstance that the world is looking
for something, and woe unto us if
they do not find what they should,
namely, to be separate in all things.
1 will just here give a little of my own
conviction and experience. When in
the afternoon of August 6, 1864,
while listening to the word preached
by a dear old brother, I was very suddenly and unexpectedly, convicted
and convinced of the error of my
way, and very soon came to the place
ot see that there is only one, of two,
things to do for me, and that, soon,
either to accept or else to reject Him.
T o reject was too wonderful at the
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time for me, so the one and only way
was to accept Hirm Praise His holy
name. I do not want to go into details about my conversion, only about
this separation as mentioned before;
a word to the wise will ever suffice.
Of course a separation is a self-denial
to the carnal mind, or old man, as you
see in Luke 9:23, also Luke 14:27.
But this we can (by H i s help) easily
do if we love Jesus above every thing
else. So when I was put on this turntable, I knew it meant to go another
way and after being on the way for
some time and the L o r d just gently
leading, and my hair needed attention
to keep in order, I said to a man who
was working for my father (of whose
bread I was eating at the time) to
take a shears and cut it straight across
below. H e said to me, " I t may be
warm for you that w a y " (as it was
S u m m e r ) . Just what answer I gave
him I do not remember, but will say
right here that it had got warm for
me before that time, but the heat was
not in the head, it was in the breast,
which is the right place to start, and
if it is not hindered will work through
and through till it will be seen on the
outside. F o r word of God see Isa.
52:8.
My own house to have a full share
of this admonition. As to touching a
little as to how the L o r d ' s m a r k is
spoiled for H i m to my opinion is this
way. ( I f not I am gladly w r o n g ) .
T h e barber's shears is doing the bad
work the brother takes the chair. H e
does not like the way it would become
him, neither does he want it altogether as the world has it, and gives it
over to the barber, and he don't know,
so cuts it at random, or else to suit
himself and just gets it a little bit
wrong, but by the time it could grow
to its proper length the brother likes
it pretty well and keeps it so. To this
there is one who says it is all right,
but,he is a deceiver, and bears a hard
name. T h e old man also gets a good
meal, but the Lord's m a r k is spoiled.
Now there is no salvation in outward separation, but it is as a fence,
to a field; it keeps safe that which is
inside. If we look like the world, we
so far suit to them, and perhaps can
go to where they enjoy themselves,
and in this way may come off the
good old plain path. May the Lord
help us to see these things and deny
ourselves for Jesus' sake who gave
His blood for you and me.
So now then as we hang out the
sign, let us be sure to also keep the
goods, as we expect of the m e r c h a n t :
if he has a sign on the outside, to have
the goods in the inside. So our out-

ward adornment may not be ashamed
of our conduct, as it is a pity to the
cause, and a stumbling-block to the
world. N o wonder the blessed word
says, so often, "watch," as our life
may mean to us much more than what
we often think. It means our conversation, our conduct, our patience,
our hospitality, our dealings, our politeness, in short, live a Christian life
seven days of the week, by doing
unto others as you would others do
unto you. This means much, but by
God's help we can be more than conquerors. Praise His name forever.
So now let us make the best possible use of these precious, golden,
moments, which are coming from
God, so many in a day, how we send
them back to Him, so that the book
account will be in our favor, when the
time comes when we will appear before the g r e a t I A M .
Florin, Pa.
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

As to the Earnest of the Spirit.
B Y A D D I B G.

WOLGEMUTH.

My thoughts have been drawn this
morning to the Earnest of the Spirit.
Then I looked it up and found it recorded in I I . Cor. 1:22, which reads
as follows, " W h o hath also sealed us,
and given the earnest of the Spirit in
our hearts." Then in chapter 5 :5 it
reads, " N o w he that has wrought us
for the self-same thing is God, who
also hath given unto us the earnest of
the Spirit." Now, how thankful we
should be that God is so mindful of
us that H e loves to give us the earnest
of the Spirit, and when we have that
it will keep us in divine o r d e r ; it will
keep us watching and praying, and
our influence will be always for good,
should it happen that we make a mistake the earnest of the Spirit will remind us of it and we will be willing to
correct it " W h e r e f o r e we labor, that,
whether present or absent we may be
accepted of him."
When we have the earnest of the
Spirit it will bring us to the place
where we will be strengthened and
become stablished, and rooted and
grounded in Jesus, so we are changed
into the same image from glory to
glory even as by the Spirit of the
Lord," which is the earnest (pledge)
of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession unto
the praise of his glory."
H o w blessed that the W o r d of God
is a living word and gives us a living
faith. In Ephesians 1:5, we read,
" H a v i n g predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ
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to Himself according to the good
pleasure of His will." We can well
say with the third verse, "Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessing in heavenly
places in Christ."
Mount Joy, Pa.
• »• •
A Johannesburg Letter.

[The following letter may not have
been intended for publication, but as
it is important as regards the change
of address, as also the building of the
new mission building, we give it to
our readers.—Editor.]
Box 5263,

JOHANNESBURG,
TRANSVAAL, SO. AFRICA,

Jan. 15, 1912.
BRO. GEORGE DETWIEER,

DEAR

EDITOR :—This

morning

I

will take just a few moments to notify you of our change of address
from Box 116, Fordsburg, Transvaal,
South Africa, to the address in the
heading of this letter. Brother Lehman has now begun putting in the
foundation of the new mission where
we hope to locate when it is completed as we will be in closer touch
with the people there. It means many
days of heavy toil as well as time
taken from the work direct as the
missionary should keep in closer
touch with the people to be able to
win them to Christ. But while we
are looking to the Lord to supply the
needs of every department of the
work we are watching, working and
praying. Sometimes the repose of the
secret closet of prayer is denied one,
but we are thankful for the health
and strength God has given us in the
past and are trusting Him for the future and while "these hands" have
helped to administer unto the necessities of the work we are looking hopefully forward to the time when we
can be more free to devote our time
more fully to the object of our coming to this land. But some one must
do the heavy part and if God choses
to place it upon us He will also give
all the needed grace, strength and
courage to perform it. So we are
pressing on doing each day what our
hands find to do. And our heart's cry
is that souls may come into a living
touch with Christ their Savior.
Your sister in His service,
ALICE LEHMAN.

"Fortune never knocks at the door
of the drunkard's home."
"Cold prayer-meetings are a hindrance to the cause of Christ."

A Message to Encourage.

For some weeks already it has been
on my mind to write a word of encouragement to mothers, widows and
shut-in saints. Well do I remember
the time when our children were yet
young and their father away from
home holding meetings during the
Winter season, mostly, for weeks and
months at a time. The burden at
times seemed rather heavy, and oh,
how I used to long and wish in my
heart that some one would come in
who would talk to me of the things
that would endure,—talk on the subject of religion. Finally a Methodist
sister, a widow, moved to our town
and as I once in a while attended the
M. E. church, I became acquainted
with this'sister in the class meeting.
From that time on she would come to
visit me on the farm and many a good
visit we had with each other. One
time she told me that when her husband died and she had the care of her
children all to herself she asked the
Lord to spare her life until her children could all earn their own bread.
Her prayer was answered, for at that
time-she had her home with her
youngest daughter.
Oh, I praise God from the depth
of my being this lovely morning for
the privilege of serving the God who
answered by fire. Yes, I too could
tell of many answers to my prayers.
No one can really sympathize with a
careworn, over-burdened, mother, unless passing through it themselves.
The same is true also of the widows
and isolated, shut-in, souls. I look
back and think of the times I used to
wonder where the mothers in Israel
were. I knew according to the word
that there were to be such, and yet,
even when I would get among the
brethren and sisters, no one would
speak to me in way of instruction outside of my dear mother-in-law. Oh,
I shall never forget the interest she
took in me and the kind admonition
she gave her son as to his treatment
and care of me during critical times
that I as a mother had to pass
through,—not to leave me alone too
much nor give me occasion to worry
about the children and household
duties in case of not being able to get
the needed help. Well did she know
that the enemy of souls took advantage of a weak body. In my work I
found so often that the dear Lord
specially favors the widows, and the
command to us all is very clear and
plain in James 1 -.27, "Pure religion
and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to
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keep himself unspotted from the
world."
Shortly before we were ready to
visit our children in Philadelphia,
New York and Bridgeport, Conn., I
had a few days in Pottstown near our
oldest daughter's home, to attend to
some temporal affairs. After I was
through with that I had about six
hours to visit from house to house.
One home in which I visited there was
an aged lady who had been sick and
in bed for three weeks, was now sitting there lonely and distressed,
enough to touch any one's heart with
love and sympathy. I spoke to her
awhile and had prayer with her and
she seemed to be so thankful. Oh
how sorry I have often been that
there are so few who have time to engage in this all-important work. Oh,
dear sisters, I often think of what our
youngest daughter told me once, the
secret of being happy is to make some
one else happy, and how many times
have I realized this myself. Let us
ask ourselves are we allowing God to
use us to cheer others hearts as we
should?
We only pass this way
once and as it is often said, Oh, the
good we all may do while the days are
going by.
I have been kept very busy ever
since we are on the boat, sewing,
visiting in quite a few homes with the
silent pen, and often we are stopped
from it alb on account of some of the
passengers coming around in order
to ask questions. Then we too have
song service. The most sacred spot
on the boat to me has been
on the deck early in the morning before others are out, on my knees in
prayer, Bible reading, and sweet communion with my Lord and Master.
Praise His dear name.
One morning I was prompted to
ask the dear .Lord to make me a blessing to some one by bringing the work
to me instead of me going after it.
Well, I certainly had the answer to
my prayer. An unfortunate Jew was
sitting close enough to the table where
I was so that I could hand him one
of my books, one that I prize very
highly entitled, "An Irish Saint, or
Holy Ann." This poor man has consumption so bad that his meal was
served at a table alone and could not
speak above a whisper. But I noticed
that he would nod his head to sanction
the truth as it was spoken from the
Word. When I handed him the book
first he did not want to take it. drawing my attention to his affliction. T
made him understand that he could
keep it. and how he did appreciate it.
Then the enemy tried to show that I

EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

February ig, 1912.]

made a mistake, since it had been such
a help to me. And so it is, the evil
one will hinder us to do a kind act, or
bring before us many excuses to
hinder visiting in private homes,
writing for the paper,—he does not
care which way, only so God's work is
hindered. But my face is set as a
flint to be true to God at any cost.
MARY J. LONG.

Salem,

Texas.
A S i s t e r ' s Jjetter.

In II. Peter 3:1 the apostle says
that he writes in order to stir up their
pure minds. Our pure minds were
stirred up while our brother and
sister Long were with us a very short
time. I was reminded of the saying,
"A thousand years is as one day and
one day as a thousand years." The
time was short. I can tell you why—
singing, praying, preaching and testifying, in our home and in the church
is heaven's atmosphere to us. A fish
enjoys to swim in water; it is its element. If we are born of God heaven
is our element. My dear mother wept
when brother Long left. I was reminded of where Jesus wept when
Martha said, "If thou (Jesus) hadst
been here my brother had not died."
It was said, "See how he loved him."
Not only my mother loved them, but
"By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples if ye have love one
for another." I thought, too, that we
may be mindful of the words spoken.
Our Elder Detwiler often says we
are to practice what we preach.
When I saw and heard brother Long
I thought he looked as if he practices
what he preaches, and I thought of
the holy prophets of old. This is no
new holiness; a holy kiss is just what
it was over 1900 years ago. Some
people turn the word to their taste,
say infant baptism now instead of
circumcision, stoop down and let your
brother walk over you is feet washing. Paul in one of the epistles
speaks of a "second benefit." This is
to some a second work of grace. Well,
when it says to do, I believe just to
do that which it says, and I know with
it all we are not saved unless we live
pure, holy lives; as we live so we die.
I believe in being born into the
kingdom and then develop. When I
read the literature that is flying
around in the world I used to spend a
lot of money for tracts, but I am not
in that so much any more. It must
just suit me. MY BIBLE is too
precious. I used to read more tracts
than the Bible. When I read the
Sophie tract, Scrub Preacher, she
says so much scripture in her tracts,

and when they said to her of her gay
clothes I wondered she was not condemned. Well, I thought too of once,
perhaps ten years ago, I went to hear
a woman preach, one whom I knew
well as we had both worked together
one time in a sewing factory. Well,
I saw in the paper she would preach
one Sunday morning in Perkasie
Bethel E- church. I went. She took
for her text, Romans 8:1. Well, she
had a real trail sweeping around on
the floor, ring on her hand, and
feathers and birds on her hat and lots
of ornaments. I was struck with
surprise and wonder at the words
she took for a text—that they did not
make her feel condemned to the floor.
But she was condemned whether she
felt it or not. If the word condemns
we are wrong. That was the last
time I went to hear a great woman
preacher. Let us be careful that we
all know our place and keep it. If we
can not all testify like Sr. Long, let us
not be discouraged; we believe it all
even if we can't preach like Bro.
Long or Bro. Smith.
I am reminded of baptismal services at Kramer's Hill at Philadelphia. When the brethren were there
with candidates for baptism to baptize and dear elder, Joseph Detwiler,
was to administer. There was another
sect there. They baptized first then
the brethren. So when our elder
went down into the water like a solemn, old prophet with his candidates,
one of that other party said, "That is
the way to do it." Let us only give
honor to whom honor is due. I shall
never forget how humble I felt when
I was baptized. I consider that our
elder, Detwiler, is particularly good
at baptizing. Thus we see we all
have our good traits. Our dear ministering brethren hold out the same
gospel. Let us have love and forbearance. It is not always the eloquent talk. Some can't do it but
mean the same. I am satisfied to
know that with Jesus I have all. Pray
for me.
AMANDA SNYDER.
How Shall W e E s c a p e ?
BY E F F I E ROHRER.

Heb. 2:1, 2, 3 :
"Therefore we
ought to give the more earnest heed
to the things which we have heard,
lest at any time we should let them
slip.
For if the word spoken by angels
was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just
recompence of reward. How shall
we escape if we neglect so great salvation ?"

It is plainly stated in the Bible that
when God forgives He forgets.
A
minister in a great city was one day
preaching a sermon on redemption
and forgiveness, when it occurred to
him that he might tell his own story.
He had been a wanderer.
He had
almost broken his mother's heart.
"But," he said, "Jesus found me." He
was preaching to a great crowd of
people, and stretching out his arms
over that great throng of men and
women, he said: "Men, a Savior who
can save one such as I, can save you."
When the service was over the
church officers gathered about him,
and said, "You never preached before as you did to-night." When they
had passed on, down the aisle there
came an old woman. Her hair was
grey, but it was like a halo of glory.
Her brow was furrowed but it was as
if an angel's finger had touched it.
When she reached the great minister
she put up her trembling hands, and
clasped them behind his neck, and
said: "O Jimmie, what made you tell
it? Why did you tell it? You never
were bad in all this world."
And
yet years before he had almost broken
her heart with his sin, and she, with a
mother's love, had forgotten.
Christ says in Luke 11:11, 12, 13:
"If a son shall ask bread of any of
you that is a father, will he give him
a stone ? or if he ask a fish, will he for
a fish give him a serpent? Or, if he
shall ask an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion?. If we then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him?"
If we then, being earthly, are so
willing to forgive and forget the past
records of our children, how much
more then would the heavenly Father
be willing to forgive and forget the
past. The example of the elderly
lady is a suggestion as to God's way
of treating us. He will remember
your sins against you no more forever.
But, "How shall we escape if we
neglect so great salvation?"
What
would you think of a man in charge
of the press despatches, that would
have his office in the ninth story of a
building and it should catch on fire
and he would begin to send out messages: "The building is burning. The
fire is in the sixth story and I am in
the ninth." Then a little later he
would send out a second message:
"The fire is in the seventh story, and
I am in the ninth." Then he would
send out a third message: "The fire
(Concluded on page 16.)
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to me was done by a Roman Catholic. I can attack the principles
of Christian Science, without forgetting the warm friends who
have been lead astray by that cult; and I can attack the lodge
system and still remember that my father was an Odd Fellow and
my eldest brother a Mason, and that it did not seemingly make
the one the less a father, or the other any less a brother. To
speak differently from this would not be honest to them and
would be injurious to me.
A MIGHTY ADVERSARY.

T h e theme I have chosen is not precisely that which has been
indicated on the program, but another one very closely related to
it, and which I have called: " T h e Open Confession and T h e
Secret Oath or The Relation of the Christian to the Lodge."
I have been asked to address you as Christian men and
students for the ministry on the Relation of the Christian, and
especially the Christian minister, to the secret oath-bound lodge.
I have been asked to do it, I suppose, upon the principle of line
upon line, and precept upon precept. That is, others have borne
testimony on the subject before me who have been stronger and
better witnesses than I, but I am living and present, and some of
them aie dead. I do not speak as an expert, from the viewpoint
of the lodge, for I never belonged to one. I never was in a fraternity or signed any pledge; neither have I taken any oath except
once or twice under constraint in a court of law, and I have never
entered into any vow, the maiital vow excepted, other than my
confessed allegiance to Jesus Christ, as Savior and Lord. I am
His free man, and by H i s grace I hope to remain so, while breath
lasts, and throughout eternity. But a man need not be a member
of a lodge to know and speak about it with authority, since its
literature is ample from well accredited pens, and also because
certain of its effects are sufficiently evident for even a casual observer to speak of them with intelligence.
I begin with a PERSONAL TESTIMONY. There were three things
that combined in my early manhood to keep me from-joining a
lodge. T h e first was its foolishness. Even as a lad its ridiculous
side appealed to me. The picture of men, strong men, intelligent
men, men credited in the church of God, going through initiations
and having countersigns, calling one another by such laughable
titles, and parading in the streets in plumed hats and fancy aprons
and mock swords, awakened in me a kind of comic pity, and the
more distinguished the man the deeper the pity. I could no more
have brought myself to join such an organization than I could
have appeared in public in my sister's clothes.
T h e second thing that repelled me was its secrecy. I did not
think good men required it. I was not a converted Christian
then, and knew little about the Bible or God, or Jesus Christ, but
for all that I doubted the absolute uprightness of such a course.
Men above suspicion should come out in the light. I was not
much of a statesman then. I knew little of politics, and had not
paused to consider the elements of patriotism, but I have since
read in the writings of men like John Quincy Adams and Daniel
Webster and Wendell Phillips and Ronayne that which has fitted
in perfectly with my former feelings about the subject, although
my mind then was unable to conceive, or my lips to treat these
matters.
The third thing keeping me from the lodge was t h i s : Unfairness. I do not now refer to its benevolent features but to the
common understanding that its members have certain advantages
over their neighbors in ordinary or commercial or political lines,
as far as the influence of the lodge extends. I was aware, I think,
that other associations were formed with a somewhat similar
object, the activities of which were not questioned. The feature
of the secret oath, however, with its countersigns and all that,
gave to the lodge the unfairness which the others did not possess.
I did not covet this kind of help in fighting my life's battle, as
a young man, and I found it difficult to fully respect other men,
who did require it. It savored of caste to m e ; it was anti-American; it was a curtailment of individual freedom; it denied to the
man a fair chance, and I confess it raised a feeling of alarm. T h e
lodge, to one who did not belong to it, seemed like an enemy in
the dark. There was something of the Clan-Na-Gael in it. There
was something of the Jesuits in it; there was something of the
Mormon Endowment House in it, while, of course, it was different
from all these—any of these. I needed help in order to live and
to succeed, but I wanted a fair fight for myself, and I was willing
to offer it to my competitors.
Now I say all this without prejudice to any lodge member
•living or dead. I can attack the principles of Roman Catholicism,
without forgetting that one of the kindest Christian acts ever done

But when I became converted, and began to study the Bible,
and to grow intelligent in regard to God's great plan of redemption for the human race, arguments against the secret oath-bound
lodge loomed up before my mind, of whose depth and magnitude
I had little dreamed. I came to see that both God and man had
a mighty adversary in the Prince of darkness. I came to see that
he was not merely an evil influence or principle, but a personal,
spiritual being, at the head of a great kingdom of beings like himself. I came to see that while he was not omnipotent, as God is,
yet notwithstanding, in the persons of the human race, he is practically ubiquitous, and able to be in many places at the same time.
I came to see that he is not necessarily a gross and a crude opponent, but one of refinement and intelligence, and that his purpose is n o t . t h e destruction of the human race: Far from that;
but its conservation, and its advancement along lines agreeable to
him. though inimical to God. I came to see that Satan could be
moral and religious and benevolent and philanthropic. I came to
see that Satan could uplift men in many ways, and that indeed it
is his policy to do so, even to the extent of deifying m a n : even
to the extent of deifying mail as his representative on earth. T
came to understand his method, and to perceive that in many respects it is that of a mocker, or a counterfeit of the true God.
Satan could make the first mother believe that he was a truer
friend to her than the God who created her. He could gratify her
taste for good things, dietetic and aesthetic, and fire her ambitions for the improvement of her mind.
H e could cultivate
religiosity in man and lead him to worship God and express his
gratitude to God for the loaves, while restraining him from the
one thing needful, namely, the offering of an atoning sacrifice. H e
could intoxicate the antediluvian world with his civilization. Its
greatness is even now commanding the wonder and admiration of
the century in which we live. H e could show men the foolishness
of alarm, until they were swept away from earth by a mighty
deluge as an expression of God's wrath against sin. The whole
system of paganism was, and is, a vast counterfeit, and so near
alike is it to the religion of the Bible, that even now no small proportion of all the worldly-wise men are in doubt as to whether
paganism is not derived from the same source as the Bible, and
whether, with all its grotesqueness and gross indecency, it is not
as good as Christianity. Now that is what Satan can d o ; it is
what he is doing.
It was with these thoughts in mind and this revelation of
satanic power, and the place of Satan in history before me, that
my attention was turned in a new way to the subject of the great
oath-bound lodge, of its history and underlying principles. I
had known nothing in any positive way, and while prepared to
rebuke it for extravagance, for a waste of time, for the corruption
of morals in some cases, and as a preventative'of attendance on
the House of God, yet I thought but little beyond this concerning
it. The benevolent features of the lodge seemed commendable.
Many friends fellowshiped it; brothers in the ministry threw the
cloak of their approval over it, and yet it occurred to me that both
the Church and the world might be better off without it; yet how
much better off, it had not come in my way to particularly inquire.
But my eyes have since been opened, so that I discern the cloven
foot as clearly in this system as in some of the others I have
named.
T H E COUNTERFEIT S H O W N

IN

STANDARD

WRITINGS.

Such authoritative opinion by the standard writers of the craft
as the "Encyclopedia of Freemasonry" by Albert G. Mackey;
"New Odd Fellow's Manual" by A. B. Grosh; "Morals and
Dogma," by Albert Pike, prepared for the Supreme Council o t
the 33d Degree; and the "History of Masonry and other Secret
Societies," by Arnold, have come into my hands, and the greatest
surprise has been experienced to perceive the striking similarity
between certain of the postulates presented by these authorities,
and others which later counterfeits of the Christian religion
offer, to which our attention has been called.
For example the last named work, that is the "Philosophical
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History of Free Masonry and other Secret Societies," takes pride
in pointing to the early heathen source of Masonry, claiming that
the latter uses the same rules, the same constitutions, the same
symbols and rites as were in vogue in the mysteries of the early
times. H e does not hesitate to say that secret societies in general
worship, not the God revealed in Holy Writ, but that ideal of a
society which is represented more truly in the great doctrine of
fraternity. The love of God means simply the love of truth,
goodness and virtue, a rationalistic or even altruistic conception
of the Deity, which, although it is not accepted by all the votaries
of the lodge, of course, notwithstanding this, shows that the order
still retains an essential picture of its birth in heathenism. In this
philosophical history, these ancient mysteries represented by the
lodge are spoken of as in a certain sense containing the idea of a
church baptism. The candidate is referred to in that way; hence
his reception of a new name, like unto that predicted of the redeemed soul in the book of Revelations. The system too, counterfeits and usurps the place of the Church of Jesus Christ in other
ways, since it is made to appear to be "the refuge of the oppressed." Think of t h a t ! T h e "educator of public and private
morals," and the "only green spot in the drear waste of life."
What does any professing Christian, who knows God and Jesus
Christ, His Son, have to say concerning such a declaration?
Startling declarations these, and as blasphemous as startling.
I have given some attention also to another of the books just
named, "Morals and Dogma," prepared for the Supreme Council
of the 33d Degree. T o be told, as we are told in this book, that
the Christian Mason sees our Lord Jesus Christ overshadowed
in the divinities of heathenism, and that no one has a right to
object if others observe in Him only the logos of P l a t o ; to be
told that lost humanity cannot be again united to God, except by
long trials and many purifications, that thus only can men be
freed from the calamity of sin; to be told that God has given us
powers, by which we may escape from sin, and live calmly, and
come off conquerors; to have the square and compass placed upon
the same plane as the Holy Bible, among the Great Lights of the
Order and the furniture of the lodge; and to be told that the doctrines of that Bible are often not clothed in the language of strict
truth, and that one who follows the perils and occupations of life
in the great training of providence, will require neither the
church, nor ordinances, except for the expression of his religious
homage, and gratitude; to make Masonry absolutely superior to
Christianity in certain of its teachings, as for instance, in political
equality; to be told that at its altars, the heathen, the Christian,
the Jew, the Moslem, the followers of Zoroaster can unite in
prayer as one; to practically charge the word of God with inconsistency, and God Himself with cruelty, because of the attending sacrifice of blood; to the earnest, intelligent Christian such
teachings seem sacrilegious and blasphemous in the extreme.
They seem truly unworthy of the endorsement of fellowship
of Christian men, since they are derogatory to the Savior and
truly destructive of the gospel and His grace. They are moreover truly contributing to the culminating sin of the present age,
which, according to the New Testament prophets, is the deification of humanity in the person of the man of sin, the anti-Christ,
and the dethroning of Jehovah in the government of the world.
Now these are serious charges indeed, but they are not against
any individual or set of individuals, but they are made against an
institution, or a System, if you please. Moreover, if some of my
Masonic friends should say that this is not a fair, intelligent or
candid representation of that institution or system, I do not insist
upon it, that it is, because I do not know; but only point these
friends who oppose the statements that I make—point them in all
sincerity to the authorities on secret societies that I have named,
giving them, if desired, the chapter and the page in every instance
for what I say.
GOOD M E N CONTRADICTIONS.

The following remark constitutes a common argument for the
secret oath-bound lodge.
It is this, that good men belong to it.
-That argument was brought up to me to-day very earnestly indeed, but that is a fact which I heartily admit. Good men do belong to it. but I deny that that fact possesses any commanding
weight of evidence in its favor, whatsoever. Good man belong
to many things which are not good.
As Professor King of
Oberlin once said, nothing is so certain concerning men as that
they are a bundle of contradictions; the same man holding and
advocating principles mutually destructive. There are good men
in the Democratic Party, but what Republican believes it? There
are good men in the Republican Party, but what Democrat be-
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lieves that the Republican Party is good? Now it is for this
reason, that I have concluded that Masonry and the whole lodge
system are much less dangerous than they logically ought to be.
For some reason their members are not logical, and do not mean
or believe half of what they say. One of the hardest things for
men to do is to think, and it is only one man, I was about to say
in a thousand, who ever thinks through anything of prime importance. Doubtless no small proportion of lodge members have
done little thinking upon the subject, and know little, very little,
of what their oaths and ceremonies represent. I have talked with
some very recently, who have been much in earnest in their position, but they have never looked inside of the very books that I
have named, and know absolutely nothing of the philosophy or
history of the system to which they belong.
T H E LOVE OF RELIGIOUS CEREMONIAL.

Men have a love of ceremonial and have a love of religion,
which the lodge system satisfies. Men are Roman Catholics simply because of the ritualism of Roman Catholicism, because of
the religious sense which is awakened within them, gratifying
that desire in their hearts. So men see symbols in everything—
in Bible names, as Dr. King has said, in pagan names, in astrology, in the orders, in the square and compass, symbols in the pick
and shovel, and many other things which seem radiant with meaning, being largely determined by that spirit in man. Now Satan
places stress upon these things, and uses them with ability and
diligence to turn men from the truth as it is in Jesus to the fables
of mythology.
As a matter of fact, however, really good men that have grown
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ become
dissatisfied with the lodge and fail to proceed with their degrees.
A single illustration and then I might conclude. A letter was received from a University Professor in the South—and formerly
an Episcopal Bishop, who after reading a paper of mine upon this
same subject, said, "You are perfectly right. When a young man,
I was a Mason, and-as Master of the lodge would make my
lectures as Christian as possible, for I never thought Masonry was
derived from heathen sources; but when I entered the ministry,
and said to lodge men, 'Come to Jesus Christ,' I became dissatisfied with Masonry, with its teachings about God and morality, and
with the thought that a good Mason was as good as a Christian,
and the profession of Christ therefore in the church was not
necessary; I gave it up and have not entered a lodge for over
thirty years."
A WORD TO BIBLE STUDENTS.

NOW, my hearers, I do not expect that anything I am saying
just now will change the mind of any lodge member, but I do
sincerely hope to be instrumental under God in saving some young
men, and especially students in the Christian ministry, from entanglement with what I consider to be a great delusion, to plead
with them to separate themselves from the whole system, as I
would plead with them about any other moral or spiritual counterfeits, of which I speak. I plead with them to separate themselves
from it, because it is dishonoring to Jesus Christ; because it is
hurtful to the truest interests of the soul; because it has the stamp
of the dragon upon it.
As my friend, the late A. J. Gordon, of Boston, said: "We
become unavoidably and insensibly assimilated to that which most
completely absorbs our time and attention." One cannot be constantly mixed in secular society without unknowingly losing some
of his interest in the divine society of God and of angels where he
belongs by his own birth, he also becoming secularized. Our
citizenship is in heaven, my Christian brothers, and we ought to
be careful where we are living and refuse to be attracted by any
system which is a rival of the blood-bought Church of the Redeemer.
We plead for the service and kingdom of Jesus Christ, which
is an undivided one, and therefore urge upon our Christian
brethren the duty of separation from associations that do not
recognize that kingdom.
And let us be more honest and true to the light and to the
testimony. If they speak not in accordance with this word, it is
because there is no light in them; and this system of which I
speak to-night, speaks not according to the light and the testimony, and whatever light there may be in it, it is not the light of
God, but it is the light that cometh out of darkness.
May God be pleased to add His blessing to the testimony for
His name's sake.—The Christian
Cynosure.
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H e who himself and God would know,
Into the silence let him go,
And, lifting off pall after pall,
Reach to the inmost depth of all.
Let him look forth into the night:
W h a t solemn depths, what silent might!
The ancient stars, how calm they roll—
H e but an atom 'mid the whole.
And as the evening wind sweeps by,
H e needs must feel his God as nigh;
Must needs that unseen Presence own,
Thus always near, too long unknown.
How small in that uplifted hour
Temptation's lure and passion's power!
H o w weak the foe that made him fall!
H o w strong the soul to conquer all!
A mighty wind of nobler will
Sends thi ough his soul its quickening
thrill;
No more a creature of the clod,
He knows himself a child of God.
—James Martineau.
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But another thing that is being
made out of the fact of this importation of liquor into prohibition states
is, and a most abject and discreditable thing it is, that prohibition does
not prohibit,
and, consequently,
should be done away with. Why
does it not prohibit? Because there
are some criminals who are breaking
the law, and some criminal officers
who are not enforcing it although
they are under oath to do so and are
paid for doing so. Their argument,
however, is that because some law
breakers break the law they ought to
be rewarded for their opposition to
the law by having the law repealed.
Thieves do not like the law against
stealing, and they violate it, and they
should be rewarded for their conduct
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by having the law repealed. Murderers
do not like the law against murder
and they violate it, and they should
be rewarded for their conduct by having the laws against murder repealed.
All of this is just as proper as to repeal prohibitory laws because toughs
and criminals oppose and break them.
The proper thing to do is to enforce
every one of these good laws.
But it is well to consider the proportions of this feature of the importation of 20,000,000 gallons of liquor
into prohibition states. It means that
the people of these nine states consume less than a gallon and a quarter
per capita. While the per capita consumption of the people of the other
states is twenty-five gallons a year.
Thus, even the horrible conditions
brought about in the prohibition states'
by bootleggers and blind tigers and all
the other disreputable means for the
anarchistic disposal of liquor are only
one twentieth as bad as in the other
states where the saloon is regulated
and well ordered and twenty-five gallons of liquor are consumed on an
average by the people every year. As
multitudes of these people do not
drink, those who do must drink very
much more than twenty-five gallons.
The city of Chicago alone, with only
2,000,000 people, consumes twelve
times as much liquor as the 15,000,000 people in the prohibition states
consume. Even if prohibition does
not entirely prohibit, owing to the
lawlessness of the criminal liquor
classes and the spinelessness of many
law officials, .it does prevent the people in the prohibition states getting
down, on an average, to the average
drinking level of some of our great
cities where vice abounds and crime is
largely unrebuked and unpunished.—
Herald and Presbyter.
•m a
Perfectly

Whole.

"Dear Jesus, I want to be perfectly
whole;
I want thee forever to live in my soul;
Break doivn every idol, cast out every
foe;
ATow xvash me and I shall be whiter
than snow."
That is one of the most incisive and
comprehensive prayers that it is possible for man to make. We sing it
glibly, as if it were altogether easy.
We seem to think that if Christ will
just speak the word, it will be done.
We do not stop to consider how tremendously great are our responsibilities in the premises, and how difficult are the conditions and duties that
will enable us to measure up to so
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laudable a desire. It must begin with
a cheerful and unconditional surrender of the entire life, with all that
it has, and is, to God. There must be
no evasion, no reservation, no holding
back, no yielding to sin in any form,
and no shirking from duty or responsibility in any sphere. There must be
no lapses, no shortcomings, no omissions. The word "wholly" admits of
no modifications, no imperfections and
no failures. Negatively the word allows no yielding to evil, no compromise with temptation, no indulgence in'
questionable habits. We may speak
no unkind word, think no wrong
thought, and give countenance to no
evil desire. Envy and jealousy, temper and uncharity, bias and prejudice
must be entire strangers to the heart
and mind and life. A moment of
envy, a single outbreak of temper, an
evil thought flitting through the
mind, and even a hesitation in deciding between right and wrong, will
destroy this "wholeness."
Perfect
admits of no degrees of comparison.
The slightest shade of moral error
leaves us but imperfect, and in need
of more grace.
On the positive side it means an entire and undeviating consecration to
God, for time and for eternity. An
obedience that never falters, nor even
stops to ask for reasons. . A service
that commits itself with unfaltering
and irrevocable decision to the will and
the service of God. In its relation to
men "wholeness" admits of no deception, no dishonesty, no untruthfulness,
and not even so much as the semblance
of such things. It cannot do harm,
and can never neglect or ignore an opportunity to do good. It can yield to
no motives of policy for personal advantage. It cannot in any instance,
nor to any degree, be untrue to the
highest ideals of truth and righteousness. In short, "wholeness" means to
be perfect—entirely, unchangeably,
absolutely perfect—in every relation
with God, with our fellow-men and
with ourselves, and that in all the relations of life. We may well cry out,
"O Lord, who is sufficient for these
things ?"
As we see it, such perfection is unattainable in this life, and even any approach to it demands constant watchfulness, earnest intercessory prayer,
cheerful and unfailing obedience to
God's will and an unaffected consecration to his service. But it is our high
privilege to press towalrd and to use
all available means to attain it, in the
full assurance that we have the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the
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power of the Holy Spirit to aid us at
every step of the way.
The quibble that "mean are not perfect, but that the Christ who dwells
in them makes them so," is too silly to
demand a serious answer. Christ is
perfect, and he proposes his children
to become so, or they can never come
to that high place where "they will be
without fault before the throne of
God." But to lay the lapses, the shortcomings, and sometimes the positive
wrong doings of infirm and imperfect
men upon Christ is not only grossly
to shift responsibility, but is little
short of a vulgar sacrilege. To ascribe our own derelictions to him is
too unreasonable to merit attention.
Christ is perfect, and he does all possible to raise man out of his follies, his
sins and his imperfections, into that
exalted condition. But the very fact
that we are to work out our salvation
with fear and trembling; that we are
to engage in repentance, in prayer, in
service and in worship is a sufficient
proof of our imperfections and of the
frailties and the infirmities which are
involved in our present state, and
these demand far more than a second,
third or dozen blessings to correct.
Reaching perfection is a lifetime work
and requires all the grace we are able
to receive to make it possible.
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ment of feeling has a large part in the
system of salvation, and we do not for
a moment depreciate it, but the attainment of such a life demands a firm
and unwavering adherence to the inflexible principles of the gospel and
calls into requisition every element of
piety, fortitude and nobility that a
regenerated man can command, and
even then he must be constantly supported, encouraged and strengthened
by the Spirit of God. We may well
long to be whole. It is our duty to
pray for it, to live for it, and to suffer
for it, if need be, and never to cease
to press toward it. But we need not
be utterly disheartened when we make
slips and are tripped by the infirmities
of the flesh. Jesus passed through
the temptations of life. He knows,
better than we can ever know, what
a terrific struggle it is to live right in
a sinful world, and he pities us when
the struggle is fierce, and bids us try
again, always remembering that he
will be with us to the end, and that
after a while he will present us perfect -before the Lord, that we may
dwell with him forever.—The Methodist Protestant.
The Church's Heaviest Responsibility.

The commission of Christ to his
Apostles also sets forth the mission of
After Pentecost the Apostles ex- the church. It enjoins two things—
hibited as exalted a degree of grace as to make disciples and to teach them.
has been seen outside of Christ him- It is comparatively easy to make disself since the Christian era began, and ciples, and easier still to baptize them;
yet every one of them discovered in- but the heaviest responsibility of the
firmities in himself which are impos- church is to teach them to observe all
sible to the "wholeness" we are con- things, to feed them, care for them,
templating. Justification is an instan- oversee them and develop them. This
taneous, imputative work which is al- is not the work of a few hours, or a
ways perfect in itself, but sanctifica- few days, like that of bringing about
tion of life is a long-continued, exact- the conversion of a soul; it requires
ing and laborious process, which can the faithful efforts of years. It reonly end when life ends. It is the act quires patient perseverance in season
of a man who, under the grace of God, and out of season, and is without the
is conquering himself, bringing his stimulus of the enthusiasm which atbody, mind and spirit more and more tends the conversion of sinners. This
into subjection to the Spirit of God, is why a certain class of church memand only when he has come into a bers are always ready to work earncomplete and absolute mastery of him- estly in a revival meeting, especially
self, does he come into the realm of after penitents begin to come for"wholenesss." When the mind never ward, but who do little or nothing bethinks an evil thought, when every forehand to prepare for the meeting,
heart beat is in perfect unison with the or to take care of the results afterwill of God, and every act an unre- ward. But the work of keeping conserved and an unimpeachable act of verts is just as important as that of
righteousness, then there is a whole- getting them, and much more difficult.
ness which we may call perfection. And if sinners are brought to Christ,
Justification, as the free and unmerited and then allowed to wander away
act of Christ's grace, is intended to through the carelessness of their
give a man a good start in that direc- overseers, their conversion is no benetion and to aid him at every step of. fit to them and no credit to the
the way until he becomes entirely church.
complete in the love of God. It is not
Evangelism played such an ima matter of feeling, either. The ele- portant part in the early history of

our work, that perhaps in certain
cases it was magnified out of proportion. Too much dependence was
placed in evangelistic efforts, and not
enough attention given to the teaching
function of the church. The annual
revival meeting was expected to do
almost everything for the progress of
the cause. So far as the church was
concerned it was expected to heal all
wounds, make all wrongs right, cheer
up the drooping spirits of the despondent and stir the smoldering fires
in the hearts of the lukewarm. In
short, the revival was expected to put
the church in just as good condition
as though no wrongs had been done
and no good thing left undone during
the preceding months. It was expected to do equally great things for
the unsaved. No difference how far
the young people had gone in sin, and
no difference how much their home
training had been neglected , the
power of the revival was expected to
save them and keep them.
The error of this position was in
the fact that these churches overlooked their own responsibility for
the proper care, instruction and development of those who came in from
year to year. Naturally the results
were disappointing. Then the second
mistake, equally serious, was to lay
the blame on revival, or evangelistic,
methods, and conclude that the reason
that so many went back to the world
was because of the way in which they
had been brought into the church.
This, in turn, caused churches to lose
interest in revival meetings, and to
neglect them entirely, or hold them in
a perfunctory manner. Such churches,
of course, have very few new members to care for, for the reason that
but few come into their fellowship.
But churches that are alive to their
twofold responsibility will recognize
both the evangelizing and teaching
functions, and in their right proportion. They will consider the revival
season the most important of all the
year, in proportion to its length. They
will improve it with earnest and enthusiastic efforts to save sinners and reclaim those who have wandered from
the fold. They will not hesitate to
protract their efforts as long as there
is hope of doing good. But they will
not stop when the meeting closes.
They will understand that their real
work is just beginning, and that their
heaviest responsibility is in caring for
the precious souls which the Lord has
committed to their keeping. It is true
that this responsibility is mutual.
The young converts are under obligations to the church into whose fellow-
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T h e Heavens Declare t h e Glory of God.
BY

M. ALICE

KEEPER.

One evening I stood at my window.
In wonder I gazed at the sky;
I looked at the beautiful heavens
Stretched over this world, up so high.
The moon was so pleasantly beaming
Down through the deep blue overhead;
And thousands of bright stars were twinkling,
Then softly, I to myself, said: .
''No wonder the soul of the Psalmist
Was so thrilled in the days of old,
When he lifted his eyes above him,
God's wonderful works to behold.
',fNo wonder he wrote of the heavens,
Declaring God's glory to m a n ;
Because the same heavenly grandeur
Which I behold now, he saw then.
"All over the world to all nations,
In language which all understand,
T h e heavens are nightly revealing
The power of God's mighty hand."
The longer I stood there and wondered
At all the bright beauty above,
The surer I knew that in heaven
Over all reigns a God of love.
Millersburg,
Pa.
A Testimony.
I praise God because H e saved me from
a life of sin, and made a new creature in
Christ Jesus of me.
Old things have
• passed away, and all things have become
new. Oh, how sweet to trust in J e s u s !
I'm so glad I ever learned to trust. Doubts
and fears have all been removed from my
heart. Glory to J e s u s ! Surely it pays to
serve Jesus. He'll always be with us if we
do our part. To-day my all is on the altar
for sacrifice or service, willing to be used
of the Lord in any way, just willing to be
anything or nothing. Jesus is everything to
me. Truly H e has become my Savior,
Sanctifier, Healer and Helper.
Oh, it
means so much to live for God, just to
take Him for all H e is to us. I feel there
is so much to do for God. I want to be
humble at the foot of the cross where I
can learn more of my blessed Christ, who
gave His life, suffered and died for me that
I might live. I am satisfied with J e s u s : H e
is everything to me. I'm so glad for His
wonderful love which is shed abroad in my
heart. T h e way is growing brighter and

ship they have been admitted. They
must give as well as receive. But the
greater part of the responsibility, at
least in the beginning, is on the
church. In the home the. responsibilities are mutual between parents
and children. But for a time after
children are born into the family the
burden is entirely on the parents. In
after years the proportion of responsibility changes.
So a \church
should not expect too much of young
converts, but should rejoice in assuming the responsibility of caring for
them in the wisdom and strength of
the One who said. "Feed my lambs."
—Dr. Yahn, in The Church Advocate.

getting better all the time, praise His
name. I feel I can never praise Him
enough. I am glad I have learned to walk
. by faith, even when 1 can not see my way.
By God's grace I am determined to go all
the way with Him.
Yours in the Master's service,
CORA

Gormley,

SCHELL.

Out.
Testimony.

For some time I have been impressed to
write a little for the Young People's Page,
and by the help of the Lord, will do so tonight. I praise God for His wonderful
plan of redemption and for His marvelous
love to the children of men. I am glad
there is not only power in Jesus' blood to
save us but there is also power to keep us
all the way. Blessed be His name.
I am glad for His word and for the
many precious promises that we have therein. ''How unsearchable are His judgments
and His ways past finding out." (Rom. 11:
33-) "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither hath it entered into the heart of
man the things which God hath prepared
for them that love H i m ; but God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit."
I
praise God for the precious Holy Ghost
that was given to comfort us and to lead
us into all the ways of truth- and righteousness. I am glad for real victory in my
soul to-night and for the peace of God that
passeth understanding and that floweth like
a river. Bless His dear name. How dark
this world would be if we had no hope in
Jesus. "His ways are ways of pleasantness
and all His paths are peace."
H e has
promised to never leave us or forsake us,
and I know H e is able to carry us safely
through if we let Him have His way in
our hearts and lives. H o w important it is
for us to live close to Him in these latter
and evil days, for truly the last days are
upon us and everywhere God is pouring
out of His Spirit and getting His people
ready for Christ's return. How blessed to
know we belong to Him and really know
that we are ready to meet Him when H e
comes. Let us watch therefore and be
sober for in an hour that we think not the
Son of man cometh.
Dear unsaved reader, do not delay but
send your sins before to judgment and be
ready for His coming.
" F o r the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout with the voice of
the archangel and with the trump of God:
and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then
we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the
clouds, to rneet the Lord in the a i r : and
so shall we ever be with the Lord." (T
Thess. 4:16, 17.)
Your sister in Jesus,
IDA STAUFEER.

Canton, 0., R. R. 4.
The Tapestry.
Once upon-a time there lived a king who
had need of a tapestry. For many years
the most skilled artisans of his people had
labored to build his palace, and now that
the marble halls, the gold trimmings, the
mosaics of precious stones were all finished, the king
wished for a
beautiful
tapestry to hang therein.
So one day
heralds in the royal livery set out from the
palace and traveled to even the remotest
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with threads of such ugly hue as had never
At last with a little band of courtiers the
before been seen in the great workshop. king came to the great, long room. Very
Black it seemed witli despair, tainted with slowly he' traversed the long gallery. Long,
galling bitterness, damp with tears. The indeed, did he pause before each tapestry.
Day essayed to pass all the weavers with' a There was more than one tapestry in the
jeering scoff, delivering nothing of his long room, which was bright with beauburden. And in truth, very easily might tiful colors, so bright as to almost dazzle
he have done that, for, which of the the eyes. There were some with very
Here in quaint little villages with crookweavers would use such thread in his pretty patterns, woven after the Master
ed streets, in odd little houses with dormer
beautiful tapestry? W h o would dare fill Workman's bidding, to be sure, but woven
windows and gabled roof, men toiled from
his shuttle with such stuff? But as the a bit carelessly, nevertheless. There were
the rising to the setting of the sun, and
Day passed along, the Master Workman others whose patterns were grotesque, even
the whole place was filled with the noise of
happened to be standing near, and seeing to ugliness—such patterns as had been
the loom—the buzz and hum of the workthat the weavers were reluctant to take woven at the weavers' own will. But in
a-day Vorld—as the weavers wove their
that Day's thread, he said quietly to t h e m : all the room there was no tapestry whose
Webs of Life. T o these men the heralds
"Make the Day yield its treasure, O pattern was so true as that of The
told the king's need. And, by the king's
weavers, make the Day yield its treasure." Weaver's; no tapestry in which the colors,
order they invited all men, whosoever
bright and dark, formed so harmonious a
Upon that seveial of the weavers
might wish, to try for the priceless reward
whole. It seemed that the darker hues
which the king offered as a prize to the
stepped forward, but loathing and disgust
served only to emphasize the brighter
one who should weave the most beautiful
of the Day and his burden made them
ones; served only to beautify them, as
tapestry. Two conditions only were imhesitate. Only T h e Weaver alone advancclouds do a sunset. Therein was woven
posed upon all who would attempt to
ed to the Day, for he bethought himself of
the destiny of a man, woven with the
weave for the king. The first was, that all
the conditions of the contest; to ' weave
treasure which he had forced from each
such must come to the palace and weave
with such threads as the king should send;
Day as it passed, woven under the guidance
there with such thread as would be given
to work under the guidance of the Master of the Master Workman. Therein was all
them. The second was, that all must
Workman.
So T h e Weaver advanced of life and of death, all that had been, all
weave under the guidance of the Master
steadfastly to the Day and demanded of it that was to be. It was the revelation of
Workman.
the treasure. Thereupon the Day struck the soul of the Workman.
him full in the face, and so sore a buffet
Thus it was that the heralds traveled
And the king gazed upon it and seeing
that the Weaver cried out in pain and fell
throughout all the land, and in this manrolling on the floor. When he recovered all these things, was glad, so that he said,
ner it was that the king's call came to the
himself the Day was gone but a little "This, O Master Workman, this is the
weavers.
bundle of mouldering thread lay on the tapestry I desire. Let it be hung high in
In the days after the king's call to the
my palace, where all men may see it. For
floor beside him.
weavers, the roads were thronged with
After that there often came Days with this is the tapestry of a man who hath
those who had set out for the palace.
burdens of hodden grey, dark with de- every day filled his shuttle with such
Leaving their looms, the weavers, light of
spondency. T h e weavers would fain have threads as I did send unto him, and out of
heart, fared over the little by-roads and,
staff in hand, traveled the broad highways let all such pass unheeded had not the the gold and the black, the sunshine and
voice of the Master Workman kept them the shadow, of the Day's treasure, hath
to their end.
true. "Make the Day yield its treasure, O woven a beautiful Tapestry of Life."—Sel.
And when they had reached the palace,
weavers, make the Day yield its treasure." by Mabel N. Prits. From the High School
the Master Workman led them into the
Invariably it happened that the Days Argus, 19 N. Fourth street, Harrisburg, Pa.
workroom and assigned to each man a
with beautiful treasure gave up their
loom. So great, so high, were these looms,
SPECIAL NOTICE.
that a weaver, standing before his own thread freely. Invariably the weavers had
to wrestle with them to secure the treasloom, could not well see the pattern he
On account of the extreme drouth in
ure from the Days who carried only the
wove. But all about the great room ran
Oklahoma, t h e Jabbek F a i t h Orphanage
a gallery, from which the loom could be dark hues. Some of the weavers battled and Missionary H o m e will not be able
well seen in its entirety and • the pattern
with the Days at first, but gradually dis- to make up t h e $ 2 0 0 interest money
fairly judged. To this gallery the Master content grew among the workmen of the which will be due in May, 1 9 1 2 . The
entire amount of interest due each year
Workman alone had access, so that he
great, long" room. Right glad were they is $ 5 0 0 , of which the home church of
might the more easily guide the weaving,
to let all Days which did not yield their Thomas, Okla. has assumed to pay
and from this gallery would the king
tieasure freely go by. Then, too, they yearly $ 3 0 0 leaving $ 2 0 0 for t h e church
judge all the tapestries when completed.
began to chaff at the guidance of the to be responsible for.
Previous to this year the H o m e has
Master Workman. They wished to weave been able to m e e t this expense largely
Now, every sunrise, messengers came
a
pattern
of
their
own
making,
and
since,
from the king to the great workroom.
by the produce of the Orphanage farm,
the pattern of the Master Workman was but this year, as above stated, the H o m e
These messengers were known as the
too great for them to see from where will not be able to m e e t this obligation.
Days, and each one bore the thread which
Therefore w e hereby earnestly plead for
the king desired to be used in the weaving. ' they stood, they little liked his guidance. special contributions to m e e t this exOne peculiarity there was about these
And so because they wished to weave after pense. W e have confidence that it will
Days, and it was simply this: Sometimes,
their own will, and with thread of their be forthcoming at an early date.
Yours in the work of t h e Lord,
usually, the Days gave freely the treasure
own choosing, many of the weavers reJ. R. ZOOK,
which the king had sent, but sometimes turned to their own dusty, little shops.
President.
they were fain to satisfy the weavers with
Of those who remained, only
The
D. K. E Y S T E B , something less than the king's thread so
Secretary.
Weaver took the treasure of each Day as
•» •
that the weaver who would have naught
it came to him, keeping both conditions of
God Looks Upon the Heart.
but of the king's sending must ofttimes
the contest. Yet at last, even he, labored
needs take it from the Days by force. At
in sadness, for it seemed to him that so
'Tis not enough to bend the knee,
first, however, all things went well in the
much of the darker threads had entered T o close the eyes, our Lord to see
big workroom. The Days freely gave up
When we from him depart:
into his tapestry, that it could never
their treasure.
The weavers
worked
hang in the beautiful palace of the king. H e knows our innermost desire,
Our passion—a consuming fire—
happily, so that often there was a sound of
True to his compact, however, he wove on
God looks upon the heart.
singing in the great workshop.
They
using such threads as came to him, and
worked contentedly, too, at first yielding
'Tis
not enough the poor to feed,
guidjng his shuttle as the Master WorkTo aid in every time of need,
themselves gladly to the guidance of the
man directed.
T o always do our p a r t :
Master Wprkman, and weaving the pattern
One day all the weaving was
finished. An inward battle we must fight—
as he gave it to them.
The threads of
The last thread had been fastened. The The soul's great struggle for the rightthose first days were always bright; bright
God looks upon the heart.
Master Workman had carefully inspected
with the gold of future success, crimson
each tapestry, and had made all things 'Tis not enough to lonely be,
with the ruddiness of happiness. Beautiready for the king's visit. T h e weavers Thou dost demand of us that we
ful, too, were they, with the cool green of
Be holy, as thou art.
were dismissed, their hearts filled with
content, the tender amethyst of dreams.
Keep us this day from every sin,
anxious impatience
to
know
whose Now make us clean, without, within.
tapestry should best please the king.
Then, one sunrise, there came a Day
Thou lookest on the heart.
cunieis of the kingdom. They followed
the broad highways that ran out from the
royal dwelling, and turned off on little
dusty by-roads, which climb laboriously'
over the hills and then roll suddenly down
again into the peaceful valleys where the
weavers lived.
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is in the eighth story and I am in the
ninth.", And when he could hear the
crackling of the flames near him he
would start to escape. But when he
reaches the fire escapes they are too
hot to hold. When he turns to the
stairway the fire blocks him there.
And when he makes his way to a window he stands for a moment on the
casing, then leans out to lay hold of a
guy rope, and misses his footing. The
rest I would not need tell you. With
the abundant provision for his safety
that 'man was lost. Why ? Neglect!
"How shall we escape if we neglect
so great salvation?"
II Pet. 2:4: "If God spared not
the angels that sinned," how much less
us, who are negligent in the welfare
of our soul. Some say God is too
merciful to cast any one into hell.
So He is; He gives us our choice as
to which way we will go. We are all
free moral agents and do as we
please. But if we would enjoy what
God has for us to enjoy and be saved,
we must repent and believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ. In Eze. 33:11,
the Lord says: "I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked: but that
the wicked turn from his way and
live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways, for why will ye die?"
San Francisco, Cal.
Bodily enjoyment depends upon
health, and health upon temperance.
—Thales.
EDITORIAL.

NOTES.

Bro. J. R. Zook calls attention to a
mistake in one of the verses in the
poem dedicated to the Grantham
School, on page 11 of VISITOR of January 22. The second line of verse 10
should read, "To reach this goal of
lore," and not "To reach this goal of
love." We regret that such mistakes
will occur now and then.
A card received from Sr. Long,
dated Victoria, Texas, February 12,
informs us of their safe arrival at that
place after a very pleasant journey.
The Winter in Texas has been the
coldest that has been known there.
Sunday-School Supplies.
W e have mailed order blanks to all the
Sunday-schools that had not placed thenorder for supplies for the year, and would
be pleased to receive all orders for supplies for the second quarter
beginning
with April sent in promptly. If any school
fails to receive the blank kindly write to
us early about. All ought to have them
inside of a week from date of this paper.

According to His Will.

The gifts which God bestows, are
bestowed in sovereign grace and
boundless wisdom, though very few
persons are entirely satisfied with the
bestowment of the gifts of God, their
dissatisfaction does not alter the divine arrangement.
The gifts are
given, not according to my will, but
"according to His will."
To one is given the word of wisdom, to another the word of knowledge, to another faith, to another
miracles, to another powers, to
another prophecies, to another discerning of spirits, to another tongues,
to another interpretations,—all these
are bestowed in divine wisdom, "according to His will."
We are to covet earnestly the best
gifts, and as iron is by far the most
precious metal, so the best gift was
the most common one, the gift of
prophesying, or speaking to edification, exhortation, and comfort. This
is one of the gifts which we are exhorted to covet; not the working of
miracles or doing wonders, that we
may acquire name and fame, but the
gift of speaking a word in- season to
him that is weary, and dropping messages of comfort in the ears of the
perishing and lost. Let us ask God
for gifts "according to His will." If
there be five talents, let us improve
them; if there be but one, let us see
that it be used for the glory of the
Heavenly Father.—The Safeguard.
H e Saved My Soul.

"A backwood's preacher, who knew
little of books of theology, but who
had what was a vast deal better, a
practical knowledge of salvation
through Christ, was before a Conference Committee once for examination.
" 'Brother,' said one of his examiners, 'will you please name some
of the evidences of the divinity of our
Lord Jesus Christ?'
"The brother's face wore an expression of puzzled bewilderment,
and he was silent. The examiner repeated'his question: 'What makes
you think Christ is divine?'
"With his eyes full of tears he
started to his feet, and, stretching out
his arms and hands, he exclaimed:
" 'How do I know He's divine ?
Why, bless you, He saved my soul
and I love Him for it.' "—Selected.
"Sheep are sometimes taken over a
bad road to a good pasture;" why be
troubled then if "we must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God ?"—Acts 1 5 :22.

[February 19, 1912.

OBITUARIES.
ZOOK.—Bro. Noah Zook was iJSrn
near Chambersburg, Pa.. May 30, 1841,
and died February 6, 1912, aged 70
years, 9 months
and
6 days. Was
married to Hannah Mary Snoke, December 16, 1866, a happy union of fortysix years. To this union eleven children
were born, three of whom died in childhood. Four of the family went abroad as
foreign missionaries. Three of these gave
up their lives in foreign lands in the cause
of Christ. T h e youngest of the family,
Martha, died in Illinois in 1899. The surviving members are Anna C. George, residing at Goodman, Mo.; D. W. Zook, in
I n d i a ; J. A. Zook and J. I. Zook, residing
in Kansas City, Mo. Father Zook moved
with his family from Pennsylvania to
Dickinson county, Kansas, in 1881 and resided in North Dickinson until 1896. H e
was converted at the age of twenty-six and
entered the ministry in 1872, laboring
faithfully in the vineyard of the Lord until
within two months of his death. Thirteen
years were devoted entirely to evangelistic
work. H e was a noble, kind and loving
husband, a devoted father, a loyal neighbor
and faithful servant of God and the church.
The services were conducted at the Abilene church by Elders J. N. Engle and M.
G. Engle, assisted by the home ministry.
Text, I I . Tim. 4:6, 7, 8. Bro. Zook died
at Goodman, Mo., where they had their
home with their son-in-law, Jacob George,
for the last three years. He, with his wife,
had made a visit of about five months last
Summer and Fall in Oklahoma and Kansas laboring in the gospel and attending
our Fall lovefeasts, returning home the latter part of November. His last sermon
was preached in the Abilene church, where
his funeral was held, from the text, "Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do
it." (I. Thess. 5:24.) His health had been
failing since their return home, and his
life ended by strangulated hernia. His life
has been a labor of love and many are
made to feel that we have lost a Father in
Israel, because of the help and blessing he
has been to many both in and out of the
church. From Abilene the body was taken
to the Zion church, his former home, for
burial. Here it was taken into the church
where a goodly number of neighbors lead
gathered, where a few songs were sung
and a prayer offered, after which the remains were viewed and then laid in its last
resting place in the adjoining cemetery,
awaiting the morning of the resurrection.

HORST.—Sister Mary H , wife of David
Horst, was born October 1, 1825, and died
February 7, 1912, aged 86 years, 4 months
and 6 days. She took ill suddenly and her
death was due to the infirmities of old age.
Deceased was a faithful and devoted member of the Brethren in Christ church for
sixty-seven years, giving her heart to God
at the age of nineteen years. Her husband,
Bro. David Horst, preceded her to the
spirit world nine years ago. There were no
children to mourn her loss, and was the
last one of six sisters and brothers. Her
funeral and burial took place at the Cross
Road meeting house, where the services
were conducted by Bro. Amos Sheetz,
Elder Henry B. Hoffer, and Bro. Eli Engle.
Text—Isa. 3 no, 11.
WOLGEMUTH.—Bro.
Benjamin
E.
Wolgemuth was born April 21, 1890, and
died at the Philadelphia Hospital February
7. 1912, one week after an operation, aged
21 years, 9 months and 10 days. Deceased
was the youngest son of Rev. and Sr. Daniel Wolgemuth. His mother preceded him
to the spirit world twelve years ago. H e
left to mourn his loss a father, stepmother, five sisters and six brothers. The
deceased was a consistent member of the
Brethren in Christ church, and finally passed away in peace without a struggle. His
funeral was held at the Mt. Pleasant
church. Services were conducted by Elder
Henry B. Hoffer, Jacob Martin and Henry
O. Musser. Text—Eccl. 12:1. "Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth."
etc. Interment in the adjoining cemetery.

